
God Is Faithfulé.. 

With the High Seas VBS program this summer, the Bethel family 

has been learning all about Godôs faithfulness. All ages have been 

taking an adventure through Godôs Word and discovering that God 

shows His powerful love to us throughout Scripture.  Itôs evident in 

todayôs world that even during times of crisis, stress, and change. 

Difficulties such as illness, job loss, relationship troubles, and             

natural disasters bring uncertainty and anxiety. Even positive 

changes such as a new baby or a planned move can disrupt               

schedules and affect family membersô 

relationships with each other and with 

God.  

 

Weôve been experiencing and sharing 

God Sightingsé.watching for God and 

keeping our hearts and eyes open for 

things that God is doing all around us.  

 

...speaking of God Sightings, thank you volunteers for helping the 

Bethel family take an adventure through Godôs Word!  Nancy and 

Jim Fuerstenberg, Sandi Kytola, Pastor Z, Kim Gribi, Emily Kytola, 

Erika Stauffer, Carolyn, Calen, and Jim Bergren, Wendy Egly, Ken 

and Jan Sayler, Judy Wood, and the many people who helped put 

away the chairs and tables each week!  

During lifeôs darkest moments, we can trust God to work out every 

situation for good. Heôs in control when life turns upside-down.           

Although you canôt control everything that comes your familyôs way, 

you can minimize the impact of stress and change. Here are some 

ideas to help you from the Childrenôs Buzz edition of Parent Link.  

You can find the full article on our church web site wwwbethelbrush-

prairie.org. During uncertain times, children have three primary 

needs:  

Consistent Relationships ðWhen life gets scary, your children 

need reassurance and familiarity. Model the positive qualities of 

God, whoôs not only faithful but also consistently present, uncondi-

tionally accepting, attentive, and affirming.  

Lots of Boundaries and Structure ðKeeping the same rules and 

schedules, as much as possible, helps children feel safe. When new 

or different situations arise, let kids know ahead of time what to ex-

pect. Then provide extra attention during transitions.  

A Safe Place ðChildren need an accepting place where they can 

talk about whatôs happening in their lives. Be real and encourage 

kids to open up about their thoughts and feelings.  

 

Ask God:  

1.  To assure you of his love and 

faithfulness during lifeôs                

difficulties.  

 

2.  To protect your family                

members and their faith when 

challenges come.  

 

3.  To help you and your children 

trust Jesus and avoid worry.  

Coming Up!   

 

¶ August 6 - 10:  Bethel HS 

Youth working at Clark County 

Fair Dairy Womenôs Milkshake 

Booth 6:30 -11:00 pm on Fri/

Sat and 6:00 -10 pm Sun -Tues.  

¶ August 16:  Bethel High 

School Youth meet at The 

Staufferôs home for a BBQ and 

swimming @ 6:30 pm. RSVP 

Bonnie, blcfamily@comcast.net 

or 892 -4231.  

¶ August 28:  High School Youth 

trip to Fish Fest 2010 at                

Pearson Air Field.  

¶ September 12:  Rally Day  

¶ September 19:  Back - to -Class 

for all agesé.launching of new 

5th/6th grade program 

ñGrappleò and new elementary 

program ñBuzzò. We will              

continue Lilô K for the                  

preschool.  Details are in the 

works for Middle School, High 

School, and adult programs  

¶ September:  A new twist for 

our womenôs ministry is in the 

makingéòGirlfriends Unlimitedò 

Are you interested?   

 Call Bonnie at 892 -4231  

August 2010  
Family Ministry  

What Does Family Ministry Mean?  

Family Ministry  means adults, youth, chil-
dren, guardians, or whomever wants to be 
active in their faith life learning and growing 
together, and it also means that you could 
be one person or a family of eight or more! 
It means you could be an infant or 99! You 
are always welcome to come see what  

Family Ministry  is all about! 



ñGod blesses those who pa-

tiently endure testing and 

temptation. Afterward they 

will receive the crown of 

life that God has promised 

to those who love him.ò 

James 1:12  
 

Troubles come to everyone, 

even Christians. But God is 

with us during trials and, be-

cause of Jesusô victory over 

death, weôll spend a trouble-

free eternity with him in 

heaven.  
 

Teachable Moments  

 

1.  Lick Lifeôs Problemsð

When life gets messy, itôs 

more important than ever 

to spend one -on -one time 

with your children. If possi-

ble, take each child on a 

simple outing. Let your child 

air whatôs on his or her 

mind. Share solutions and 

ways you can stick to-

gether.  

 

2.  Play Hide - and - Seek ðWith 

younger children, unwind by 

playing Hide -and -Seek as a 

family. Then talk about how 

God always faithfully comes 

looking for us and always 

watches over us.  

 

3.  Create a Smile File ð

Stress is exhausting and 

removes our focus from 

lifeôs many joys. During 

challenges, create a file, 

box, or journal where family 

members can put pictures 

or notes about Godôs bless-

ings. Then look through it 

God puts other people in our lives to remind us of his faithful-

ness and to help bear our burdens. Encourage children to open 

up by asking them these discussion - starter questions:  

 

1.  Why do you think God lets us all face problems in life? When have 

you seen Godôs faithfulness during a tough time? 

 

2.  What has been your biggest worry lately, and how does it make 

you feel?  
 

3.  How can we know and trust that God will always take care of us?  
 

4.  What are some ways that God can use us to help other people who 

are struggling?   

Family Experience:  No More Fears or Tears  
 

Use these activities from Groupôs Hands - On Bible  to focus on 

how our faithful God takes away our burdens.  

 

¶ Give God Your Worries ðGather some paper, pencils, and mod-

eling clay. Read aloud 1 Peter 5:7. Say: ñThis verse sounds sim-

ple, but is it?ò Have family members each make a list of all the 

things that are worrying them right now. Then have them add all 

the things that worried them last week. Say: ñGo through the list 

and see which worries you can solve on your own.ò Next, have 

each family member form a lump of clay 

into a person shape. Say: ñFor each 

worry on your list, press down a little on 

your clay personôs head.ò Then say: ñAll 

those worries pressed your person flat! 

Donôt let that happen to you. Most 

things we worry about are out of our 

control. So it makes sense to give them 

to God.ò 

 

¶ Tears Be Gone ðGather open boxes of tissues, bright wrapping 

paper, scissors, tape, index cards, and markers. Say: ñWe all ex-

perience sadness and pain here on earth. But things will really be 

different in heaven.ò Read aloud Revelation 7:16-17. Ask: ñWhat 

do you think the best thing about heaven will be? How does it feel 

knowing that our problems are only temporary?ò Wrap the boxes 

like presents, carefully cutting the wrapping paper away from the 

opening for the tissues. Assist younger children. Then write Reve-

lation 7:16 -17 on index cards in your own words (for example, 

ñThere will be no tears in heaven!ò) and tape one card to each 

box. Say: ñThe next time you reach for a tissue, remember that 

heaven will be a happy place!ò Set the boxes around the house as 

reminders that you wonôt need tissues when you get to heaven.  


