What the Lutheran Church Believes
	. . . THAT TRUTH IS SHARED
The Lutheran church stands within the mainstream of Christian faith and makes no claim to have some revelation or truth denied to other Christians. The largest Protestant denomination on this planet, with members around the world, the Lutheran church dates back to the 1500s, to the Reformation led by Martin Luther.
 The Augsburg Confession, a faith statement which binds all Lutherans together, declares that Lutheranism is not a sect but rather one expression of the worldwide Christian community.
 Lutherans also share with other Christians traditional statements such as the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds, in which early Christians expressed their faith. So, in a real sense, Lutheranism really dates back to Christ.
 . . . THAT GOD IS NOT SILENT
Lutherans have put special emphasis upon the Word of God. They stress that God communicates - has spoken and speaks - with human beings. God spoke in the beginning and the heavens and earth were created. God spoke to Abraham and called him and his descendants to be a chosen people through whom God’s will would be made known to all peoples (Gen. 12;1-2). God spoke to Abraham’s descendants - first the Hebrews, then the Jews - through events in their history and through inspired prophets. An important part of God’s communication to them was the promise of the coming Christ, the one who would fulfill God’s will.
. . . THAT JESUS IS GOD’S BEST MESSAGE
This promise was fulfilled, Lutherans believe, in Jesus of Nazareth who is referred to in John’s gospel as “the Word’ (John 1:1-18). Lutherans believe that Jesus is the clearest, the best of all the messages that God did - or ever will - give to us. That message can be summarized in one sentence: God loves us more than anything else in the universe, enough to come in person and die for us.
 . . . THAT SCRIPTURE IS CENTRAL
The Word that God has spoken continues to speak to us through the words of Holy Scripture. Lutherans look to the Scriptures as the final authority for belief and practice. The Scriptures’ message is shaped by ancient cultures, but their purpose and promises for us are as fresh and reliable as tomorrow’s sunrise.
 . . . THAT WE HAVE FAILED GOD
Lutherans believe that God’s message to us falls into two categories law and gospel. “Law” includes all the demands that God makes upon us for right living. We are commanded to love, obey, and serve God, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. But when we seriously try to do this we know that we cannot - we always fail. It is not only because we do not try hard enough: we fail because we are sin-full (our nature is corrupt and weak). But the law keeps nagging at us. Its message to us is bad news. 
. . . THAT GOD HAS PUT THINGS RIGHT
The word gospel means “good news”. The good news that God brings to us is that what we fail to do God has done for us in Christ. 
In Christ we are offered God’s forgiving grace (pardon which we need but do not deserve). God accepts us where and as we are. We do not need to earn, deserve, or win God’s love: God bestows it freely upon us. All that we need do is have faith - that is, trust - God’s promise to us (God even assists us here, by creating faith in our hearts when we do not resist the gift). 
This understanding of the gospel has been called justification by grace through faith. This means that we are made right with God by God’s action for us which we receive in faith.
. . . THAT GOD STILL SPEAKS TODAY
Lutherans believe that God did not simply speak to us in the past. God continues to speak today. God speaks where Christians faithfully interpret the words of Scripture to others.
 Lutheran worship services give a central place to the sermon (the pastor’s preaching) because this is a particular place where God’s Word is interpreted among believers. 
But the Sunday sermon is not the only place where God speaks. God speaks through the Scripture, the prayers, and the liturgy of the worship itself (these worship forms are, in some cases, two and three thousand years old and bind today’s believers together with the faithful who lived and died long ago).
 And, Lutherans believe in the “priesthood of all believers,” which means that God speaks through the words and actions of every Christian, wherever and whenever daily life is lived and shared. 
. . . THAT THE SACRAMENTS GIVE LIFE
God has also given us two sacraments, Baptism and Holy Communion. Through these special actions he speaks to us. In Baptism the words and the water are a down-to-earth expression of God’s loving embrace of the one being baptized. Through Baptism God gives us new life as members of his body, the church. In Holy Communion that life is nurtured as Christ promises that he is with us, that all our sins are forgiven, and that our lives are renewed. In Holy Communion we are also linked in fellowship with our fellow church members, sharing a common forgiveness.
 . . . THAT WE ARE CALLED TO SERVE
Lutherans believe that we ought to do the will of God - share his love - not because in this way we hope to win God’s good favor or to get some advantage for ourselves (we already have God’s love and approval in Christ) but because we have the joy of fellowship with God. We love because we are thankful. We serve God not to be saved, but because we are saved. 
Some people believe that Lutherans have a “cheap and easy” religion: God gives every good thing as a gift, so why bother, then, to try to please God? To say this is to misunderstand what Lutherans believe. While it is true that we cannot earn what we need from God, Lutherans know and teach that when God’s gifts - his love and fellowship - are experienced, a person naturally responds to God with love and gratitude. The result is that, while it costs nothing to receive God’s benefits, it cost us everything - God receives our whole life as a thankoffering - when we begin to live with what he gives.
 Lutherans believe that the central calling - the vocation - of the Christian life is to know and to do God’s will. To do God’s will is to serve our neighbor. God the creator has no needs that we can fulfill. Therefore, to please God we serve those whom God loves - our fellow human beings in the world. In particular, God calls us to serve the weak and the helpless.  As we serve these, we serve Christ himself (see Matthew 25:41-46).
 
SOME FAMOUS LUTHERANS
 MARTIN LUTHER (1483-1546) turned the Christian church toward rediscovering Bible study, risked his life by following conscience, and started the Reformation.
 PHILIP MELANCHTHON (1497-1560), Luther’s friend and partner, was responsible for the Augsburg Confession which, first presented in 1530, binds all Lutherans together.
 J.S. BACH (1685-1750) turned his musical genius toward producing a flood of stately, yet pious, music for Christian worship. His compositions for the organ remain unmatched.
 H.M. MUHLENBERG (1711-1787) guided hundreds of disunited Lutheran congregations in colonial America into the first “synod” (union) of American Lutherans.
 SOREN KIERKEGAARD (1813-1855) issued a trumpet call to a church grown lazy and comfortable, urging trust in Christ and his promises rather than systems of doctrines.
 ALBERT SCHWEITZER (1875-1965) set aside a career in Europe as a brilliant theologian and musician to do medical work in Africa’s jungles.




